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benfieldside  umM  district  coUNeik 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

FOR  THE 

YEAR  ENDED  31st  DEGEiVIBER,  1919. 


N 


TTo  the  Chairman  and  <!Memhers  of  the  Council. 
Gentlemen. 


I have  pleasure  in  submitting,  for  your  consideration,  my  first  Annual 
Report  since  my  appointment  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  condition  of  your  district  for 
the  year  1919. 

The  population  of  the  district  at  the  census  1911,  was  8355.  The  estimated 
population  for  1919,  is  9169,  which  is  too  high.  Your  district  covers  an  area  of  1525 
acres,  and  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants  dwell  in  the  town  of  Blackhill  and  the  village 
of  Shotley  Bridge.  Blackhill  is  situated  on  high  ground,  facing  west,  and  slopes  steeply 
into  the  Derwent  Valley,  d'he  village  of  Shotley  Bridge  is  situated  on  the  east  bank 
of  the  river  Derwent,  and  the  river  at  this  part  forms  the  boundary  between  the 
Counties  of  Durham  and  Northumberland. 


The  sub-soil  of  the  high  part  of  the  district  is  clayey  over  .sand  stone,  and  in  the 
lower  portion  it  is  sandy  gravel  over  sand  stone. 

T he  majority  of  the  working  class  are  engaged  by  the  (.ionsett  Iron  Company  in 
Steel  manufacture,  and  a small  proportion  in  coal  mining. 

The  Gas  works,  situated  at  Shotley  Bridge,  provides  employment  for  a few 
inhabitants.  Owing  to  the  good  wages  and  regular  employment  the  amount  of  Poor 
La  \v  Relief  is  relatively  small. 

Hospital  and  other  forms  of  gratuitous  medical  relief  are  utilised  by  the  medical 
men  of  the  district,  by  sending  suitable  cases  to  the  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary,  New- 
castle-on-Tyne,  Lanchester  Union  Hospital  and  Leadgate  Infectious  Hospital. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  has  decided  not  to  issue  the  tables  usually  sent  each 
year,  and  Medical  Officers  of  Health  are  not  required  to  insert  in  their  annual  reports 
such  detailed  statistics  as  are  contained  in  these  tables. 
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In  calculating  the  statistics,  the  population  for  estimating  the  death  rate  as  given 
by  the  Registrar  General  is  7699.  This  excludes  all  non-civilian  males  and  is  based 
upon  the  rationing  returns  from  Ministry  of  Food.  For  calculating  the  birth-rate,  the 
population  as  estimated  by  Registrar  General  is  8020.  This  includes  all  the  elements 
of  the  population  contributing  to  the  birth-rate,  and  consists  of  the  civilian  population 
plus  all  non-civilians  enlisted  from  the  district. 

The  total  number  of  births  registered  in  19(9  was  208 — 103  males  and  105 
females.  This  gives  an  annual  birth-rate  of  25-93  per  1000  inhabitants. 


The  following  table  shows  the  birth-rate  for  the  past  five  years  : 


1915- 

1916. 

1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

No.  of  Births. 

219. 

199. 

171. 

229. 

208. 

Birth-rate  

28-9. 

26-29. 

22-59. 

30-12. 

25‘93- 

The  birth-rate  for  all  England  and  Wales  for  1919,  is  18-5  per  1,000  total 
population. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  1919,  was  128,  60  males  and  68  females. 
This  is  the  net  total  after  adding  the  deaths  of  residents  which  occured  outside  the 
district  and  deducting  the  deaths  of  non-residents  which  were  registered  in  the  district. 

This  gives  an  annual  death-rate  of  16-62  per  1,000. 


The  following  table  comprises  the  death-rate  for  past  five  years  : — 


19^5- 

1916. 

1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

No.  of  Deaths 

135- 

107. 

90. 

122. 

128. 

Death-rate 

17-82. 

14.79. 

1 1 -62. 

i6-i  2. 

16-62. 

The  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1919  is  13-8  per  1,000  civilian 
population. 

Out  of  the  total  number  or  deaths,  17  were  due  to  Influenza,  20  to  Pneumonia, 
7 to  Bronchitis,  ii  to  Tuberculosis,  12  to  Heart  Disease,  5 to  Diphtheria,  4 to  Measles, 
and  8 to  Cancer. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

18  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  were  registered,  equal  to  an  infantile  death- 
rate  of  86-53  per  1,000  births. 


The  following  table  shows  the  relative  infantile  mortality  rates  for  past  five 
years  : — 


1915- 

1916. 

1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

Infantile  deaths  registered 

25-  ■ 

13- 

20. 

26. 

18. 

Infantile  mortality  rate 

per  1,000  births... 

75‘37- 

65'3- 

ii7‘5- 

113-27. 

86-53- 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  each  disease,  the  ages  at  which 
the  deaths  occured  and  the  cause  of  death  in  each  case  ; — 
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Under 
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week. 

I to  2 
weeks. 

2 to  3 
weeks. 

! Tota.1 

3 to  4 under  i to  3 
weeks.  i m’nths 

month.! 

3 to  6 
m’nths 

6 to  9 
m’nths 

9 to  12 
m’nths 

Total 

under 

I 

year. 

Measles 

1 

1 1 

I 

I 

Convulsions 

I 

I ! 2 : 

2 

Pneumonia 

I 

2 

I 

4 

Congenital  Malformation 

2 

2 

2 

Premature  Birth 

3 

3 

3 

Debility  and  Marasmus.... 

I 

I 

I ; 3 

I 

4 

Influenza 

I 

i I i 

I 

2 

It  will  be  seen  from  above  table  that  ii  deaths  out  of  a total  of  i8.  occured 
within  four  weeks  of  birth. 

Many  of  these  deaths  were  preventable. 

The  main  causes  conducing  to  an  excessive  infantile  mortality  in  any  community 

are  : — 

(1) .  Ignorance  on  the  part  of  mothers  and  others  responsible  for  the  care  of 

children. 

(2) .  Lack  of  medical  care  and  nursing. 

(3) .  Intemperance. 

(4) .  Overcrowding. 

(5) .  Defective  Sanitation. 

(6) .  Industrial  employment  of  women. 

The  Infant  Welfare  Centre  which  is  established  in  your  district,  and  is  open 
once  a week,  would  assist  very  materially  to  reduce  the  infantile  mortality  if  more 
mothers  (especially  Ante-Natal)  and  infants  would  attend. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

1.  Watei*.  The  Weardale  and  Consett  Water  Company  supply  a sufficiency  of 
good  water  for  all  domestic  and  sanitary  purposes.  It  is  an  upland  water,  medium  soft, 
and  rather  brown  in  colour.  The  supply  is  constant  and  with  the  exception  of  periods  of 
long  drought,  it  is  plentiful.  It  is  not  liable  to  any  Plumbo  Solvent  Action. 

2.  Rivers  and  Streams.  The  Derwent  is  the  chief  river,  with  several 
small  streams  running  into  it.  Since  the  close  of  the  Shotley  Bridge  Paper  Mills  and  the 
completion  of  the  Consett  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  and  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works 
of  your  own  district,  there  has  not  been  any  polution  requiring  any  actions. 


3.  Drains  and  Sowa^a.  The  whole  of  the  district  has  sufficient  Sewerage, 
and  all  properties  are  connected  up  with  the  main  sewers.  All  the  Sewage  of  the 
district,  is  treated  at  the  Council’s  Disposal  Works  at  Westwuod  Farm  by  Sedimen- 
tation and  Filtration,  with  sufficient  provision  for  land  irrigation  m case  of  necessity. 
The  results  are  very  satisfactory,  a good  effluent  being  regularly  obtained. 


4.  Closet  Accomodation.  There  are  three  types  of  closets  in  the  district, 
privy  middens,  ash  closets,  and  water  closets.  A comparison  of  the  different  types 
existing  in  1913  and  1919  is  shown  in  the  following  table  ; — 


Privy  Middens. 

Ash  Closets. 

Water  Closets. 

1913  ... 

...  771 

493 

386 

1919  ... 

629 

490 

537 

During  the  year  there  were  two  ashpit  privies  and  one  ash  closet  converted  into 
water  closets. 
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5m  Scavengingi  The  Scavenging  is  done  by  Contractors  and  the  district  is 
divided  into  four  ares.  The  work  is  let  by  contract  annually.  In  two  of  the  areas  the 
work  is  carried  out  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  )Our  Sanitary  Inspector.  In  the  third 
area  the  work  has  been  done  fairly  well,  but  in  the  fourth  it  is  unsatisfactory,  and  is 
the  cause  of  many  complaints.  Your  Council  have  had  under  consideration  the  pro- 
vision of  motor  carts  for  scavenging  purposes,  and  carrying  out  the  work  by  means  of 
your  own  employees,  but  nothing  definite  has  yet  been  decided.  In  every  case  where 
water  closets  are  being  substituted  for  other  types  of  closets,  ash  bins  are  being  provided 
where  the  yard  or  premises  are  self-contained.  Where  there  is  a common  yard,  an 
ash  cell  with  proper  cleansing  doors  is  provided. 

6.  Sanitary  inspection  of  District.  Daily  inspections  are  carried  out 
by  your  Sanitary  Inspector  and  your  Medical  Officer  of  HeMth.  Excluding  inspections 
under  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  263  inspections  were  made,  27  of  these 
were  on  complaints  received  from  occupiers  or  near  neighbours,  and  it  was  necessary  to 
serve  45  informal  notices  and  three  formal  notices  as  the  following  table  shows  : ~ 


Foul  conditions,  structural  defects,  and  overcrowding  ••  17  notices. 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  i notice. 

Vdater  closets  ..  •.•  11  notices. 

Defective  yard  paving  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 notices. 

Defective  traps  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 notices. 

Other  faults  in  house  drainage  ...  ...  . . 14  notices. 


Out  ol  a total  of  48  notices,  46  were  rectified.  Two  cases  of  overcrowding  still 
remain  to  be  dealt  with  by  your  Council. 

7.  Premises  and  Occupations  controlled  by  Bye-Laws  or 
Regulations.  Bakehouses  i ; Slaughter  Houses  eight  ; Workshops  14  ; Cowsheds 
and  Milk  Shops  17  ; Fried  Fish  Shops  three. 

All  the  above  have  been  regularly  visited,  and  only  in  one  case  was  anything 
found  which  required  attention.  An  informal  notice  was  served  on  one  slaughter  house 
where  the  offal  was  not  removed  as  soon  as  it  should  have  been. 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  nor  any  underground  dwellings. 

8.  Other  Sanitary  Conditions  requiring  Notice.  Some  of  the 
houses  in  the  lower  part  of  the  district  were  liable  to  flooding  during  heavy  rainfalls. 
This  was  remedied  by  diverting  one  of  the  main  sewers  to  a point  well  below  the  pro- 
perties affected,  before  connecting  with  main  trunk  sewer.  This  had  the  desired  effect. 

9.  Schools.  The  whole  of  the  Schools  in  your  district  have  sufficient  water 
closets  and  an  abundant  water  supply.  There  has  been  no  Sanitary  defect  found  in  any 
of  them.  The  different  schools  have  been  disinfected  several  times  during  the  year  — 
namely  when  closed  for  epidemic  of  measles  and  also  during  the  holidays. 

FOOD. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk  Shops.  These  are  all  visited  regularly 
(usually  once  a month)  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector.  Four  of  the  cowsheds  do  not 
come  up  to  our  Bye-laws,  as  some  are  keeping  more  cows  than  they  have  available 
space.  One  cowshed  has  been  re-modelled  during  the  year  and  some  of  the  others 
would  have  been  dealt  with  but  for  the  shortage  of  labour.  Practically  all  the  milk 
supply  comes  from  out-lying  farms  over  which  we  have  no  power  of  inpection.  They 
com,e  under  the  control  of  adjoining  Rural  Councils.  There  is  a good  clean  milk 
supply  for  the  district,  and  cleanliness  at  the  different  dairies  is  increasingly  practised. 

Milk  Order,  1 91  8.  The  Health  Visitor  for  your  district  has  been  attending 
to  the  supply  of  milk  in  necessitious  cases,  and  in  addition  all  the  local  medical  men 
practising  in  this  area  were  written  to  by  the  Clerk  to  the  Council  and  informed  that  if 
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they  would  bring  to  my  notice  any  deserving  cases,  they  would  be  attended  to. 
Through  the  medium  of  the  Local  Child  Welfare  Centre  many  other  cases  received 
attention. 

Other  FoodSi  During  the  year  much  of  the  butcher  meat  has  been  of  the 
imported  sort.  This  has  required  inspection  each  week  as  it  came  into  the  district.  On 
six  occasions,  meat  was  condemned  as  not  being  fit  for  human  consumption,  involving  the 
destruction  of  i86  lbs.  of  beef  and  390  lbs.  of  mutton.  There  is  no  public  abattoir  in 
the  district. 

PREVALENCE  & CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

409  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  during  the  year,  and  these  include 
Small  Pox,  Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever,  Erysipelas,  Opthalmia  Neonatorum,  Pulmonary 
and  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis,  Acute  Pneumonia,  Malaria  and  Measles. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  each  disease  notified,  the  ages  of  occur- 
rence and  the  number  removed  to  Hospital. 


All 

Ages. 

Under 
I year. 

1 to  5 
}'ear,s. 

5 t” 

•5 

years. 

15  to 

25 

years. 

25  to 

45 

years. 

45  to 

65 

years. 

65 

years 

upw’ds 

Sent 

to 

Hosp’l. 

Small  Pox 

4 

2 

I 

I 

4 

Diphtheria 

33 

4 

22 

4 

3 

28 

Erysipelas 

8 

I 

I 

1 

2 

1 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

18 

5 

12 

I 

15 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum.. 

4 

4 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.. 

9 

9 

Other  Tubercular  Disea’s 

7 

I 

2 

2 

2 

Acute  Pneumonia 

55 

9 

20 

6 

15 

5 

Malaria 

3 

2 

I 

Measles 

268 

Measles.  An  epidemic  of  measles  was  prevalent  in  the  district  during  the 
last  half  of  the  year  — 268  cases  being  notified,  nearly  all  by  medical  practitioners.  'Phe 
epidemic  reached  its  height  in  September  and  October.  The  infants’  department  of  the 
various  schools  were  closed  for  a period  of  from  three  to  four  weeks,  but  practically  all 
the  susceptable  children  in  the  district  were  attacked.  Fortunately  the  epidemic  was 
of  a mild  type,  as  only  four  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  measles. 

Small  Pox.  On  January  2nd,  1919,  three  cases  of  small  pox  were  notified  from 
32,  Durham  Road.  The  source  of  the  infection  was  traced  to  a relative  who  had  come 
from  Portugal.  The  cases  were  promptly  removed  to  Small  Pox  Hospital,  and  stringent 
precautions  were  taken  as  regards  complete  disinfection  and  the  vaccination  of  contacts. 
All  contacts  were  traced  as  far  as  possible,  and  neighbouring  authorities  were  informed 
of  the  outbreak.  A fourth  case  was  reported  a fortnight  afterwards  (a  contact  with  the 
former  cases),  and  this  case  which  was  a very  mild  one  was  also  removed  to  hospital. 
No  further  cases  have  occurred,  and  all  the  cases  recovered.  All  known  contacts  were 
vaccinated  by  the  Public  Vaccinator. 

Diphtheria..  33  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified,  28  being  removed  to 
Infectious  Hospital.  Five  deaths  were  notified  as  being  caused  by  Diphtheria.  'The 
cases  were  equally  distributed  throughout  the  year.  A thorough  inspection  is  always 
made  in  each  case  either  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector  or  myself,  and  anything  of  an 
insanitary  nature  discovered  is  mentioned  in  my  monthly  reports  to  your  Health  Com- 
mittee for  attention.  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  promptly  used  in  all  cases. 

Scarlet  Fever.  18  cases  were  notified  and  were  equally  distributed 
throughout  the  year.  15  were  sent  to  Infectious  Hospital,  and  one  case  of  malignant 
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type  of  Scarlet  Fever  died  at  home.  Di.sinfection  of  the  houses  and  bedding  is  carried 
out  in  every  case,  similar  to  what  is  done  in  Diphtheria  cases.  Children  from  infected 
houses  are  prevented  from  attending  school  for  the  necessary  time. 

Tuberculosis.  Nine  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and  seven  of  other 
forms  of  l ubercular  disease  v\  ere  notified.  1 1 deaths  were  notihed  during  the  year  as 
being  due  to  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  Bacteriological  aid  to  diagnosis  is  carried  out 
for  the  County  Council  at  the  College  of  Medicine,  Newcastle-on-'Tyne,  and  is  largely 
used  by  the  medical  practitioners  in  the  area.  A local  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  is 
regularly  attended,  and  Sanitorium  Treatment  is  provided  for  all  suitable  cases  when 
possible.  The  requirements  as  to  the  notification  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  seem  to  be 
strictly  observed,  but  notification  of  other  forms  cf  Tuberculosis  is  not  carried  out  with 
the  same  promptitude. 

Irifluetiza..  17  deaths  were  registered  as  being  due  to  Influenza,  and  no 
doubt  many  of  the  20  deaths  registered  as  being  due  to  Pneumonia  were  influenzal  in 
origin  [During  the  epedemic  an  attempt  was  made  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease, 
by  closing  the  schools  and  preventing  children  from  attending  places  of  amusement,  but 
with  a negative  result.  12  beds  were  set  apart  in  the  Infectious  Hospital  for  the  treat- 
ment of  severe  cases,  and  great  assistance  was  given  in  nursing  serious  cases  in  their 
own  homes  by  the  district  nurse. 


Opthalmia  Meonatoriam.  Four  cases  were  notified  during  the  year 
and  all  recovered  without  any  permanent  injury. 

(Dnly  one  case  of  Pueppei’al  Fever  was  notified  during  the  year.  7'his 
case  recovered  and  was  treated  by  the  free  use  of  Ante-streptococcus  Serum.  One 
death  resulted  from  Whooping  Cough,  and  two  from  Enteritis. 

During  the  year  64  lots  of  infectious  bedding  was  stoved  (two  lots  destroyed), 
and  64  houses  and  six  schools  were  disinfected  after  infectious  disease. 


SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

Your  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  combines  with  this  office  the  position  of  .Surveyor, 
(has  an  assistant  Surveyor  to  help  him)  devotes  his  whole  time  to  these  offices.  His 
work  as  Sanitarv  Inspector  consists  in  looking  after  the  Scavenging  of  the  district, 
supervises  the  removal  of  infectious  cases  to  Hospital,  disinfect  houses  or  bedding  on 
removal  of  the  or  death  of  patients,  attends  to  anything  insanitary,  structural  defects 
and  overcrowding,  and  all  the  duties  imposed  upon  an  Inspector  of  Nuisances  by  the 
Public  Health  Act. 


Hospital  Accomodation  available  for>  Infectious  Diseases. 

Your  district  is  included  in  the  Lanchester  joint  Hospital  area,  and  patients  from  this 
neighbourhood  are  treated  at  Leadgate  Infectious  Hospital.  This  Hospital  has  40 
beds  available  for  the  treatment  of  infectious  diseases,  and  three  different  diseases  can 
be  treated  at  one  time.  The  accommodation  provided  is  quite  adequate.  Separate  Small 
Pox  Hospital  accommodation  is  provided  at  Maiden  Law,  and  the  four  cases  previously 
referred  to  as  having  occurred  in  this  district  at  beginning  of  1919,  were  isolated  and 
treated  at  this  Hospital. 

Adoptive  Acts  in  force  are  Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1889,  NI  ; 
Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act,  1889  ; Infectious  Disease  Prevention  Act,  1890, 
and  Sections  15  to  25  and  27  to  33  inclusive  comprised  in  Part  11  ; Sections  34  to  42 
and  44  to  51  comprised  in  Part  HI,  Part  IV,  Part  V,  and  Part  V^I  ; Sections  79,  80,  81, 
comprised  in  Part  VI 1,  Part  VI 1 1,  and  Section  95  comprised  in  Part  X of  the  Public 
Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907. 
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HOUSING. 

Number  of  Houses  in  district  . . ...  1725. 

Number  of  Working  Class  Houses...  ...  1685. 

Of  these  latter  230  consist  of  two  rooms,  and  about  the  same  number  consist  of 
three  rooms  and  a scullery,  or  3 rooms  without  scullery,  d'he  remainder  are  tour,  five, 
or  six  roomed  houses.  Many  of  these  contain  baths,  but  there  are  no  baths  in  the 
smaller  houses. 

No  important  change  took  place  in  the  population  of  the  district  during  the  year, 
nor  is  any  anticipated  in  the  future. 

It  is  estimated  that  at  least  60  new  houses  are  required  and  about  100  more  to 
deal  with  the  defective  property  and  overcrowding.  Land  has  been  purchased  and  an 
agreement  practically  arrived  at  with  the  Housing  Commissioners  on  the  lay  out  plans 
for  168  new  houses. 

OvGrCPOWding.  The  number  of  houses  in  the  district  having  more  than 
two  persons  per  room  is  215  (of  houses  having  two,  three,  four  and  five  rooms).  The 
number  of  people  occupying  these,  1381.  The  causes  of  overcrowding  are  mainly  due 
to — (i)  want  of  new  houses  ; (2)  the  number  of  two  roomed  houses  ; (3)  persons  who 
would  not  or  could  not  pay  for  larger  houses  when  these  were  available  ; (4)  many 
families  have  so  adapted  themselves  to  live  under  adverse  conditions  in  small  houses 
that  they  can  scarcely  be  persuaded  of  the  necessity  to  try  and  obtain  larger  houses  ; 
(5)  demobilised  soldiers  who  have  married  and  are  unable  to  obtain  houses  are  living  in 
with  parents. 

Af  present  if  any  bad  cases  of  overcrowding  are  reported,  they  are  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  Consett  Iron  Company,  who  are  the  largest  owners  of  property  in  the 
district,  asking  them  when  possible,  to  allow  larger  families  to  have  the  preference  for 
the  larger  houses  as  they  become  vacant 

Three  cases  have  already  been  dealt  with. 

Fitness  of  Houses.  A great  number  of  people  in  the  Benfieldside  area  are 
living  under  very  insanitary  conditions  and  in  October,  1919,  after  a thorough  inspection 
I issued  a special  report  on  the  condition  of  253  houses.  In  this  report  a detailed 
account  of  all  the  defects  discovered  and  what  was  neccessary  to  put  these  houses  into  a 
habitable  condition,  was  brought  to  your  notice.  A copy  of  this  report  was  forwarded 
to  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  also  to  the  County  Council.  The  urgency  of  making  the 
necessary  alterations  to  above  property  is  rightly  recognised  by  your  Council,  in  the 
energetic  way  you  are  pressing  the  owners  to  put  the  work  in  hand  without  any  delay. 
As  regards  the  general  standard  of  housing  in  the  area,  that  in  the  new  side  of  the 
district  principally  above  the  railway  is  good,  but  in  the  lower  part  there  are  some  350 
houses  where  the  standard  is  low.  The  chief  defects  found  to  exist  in  unfit  houses  are 
the  kitchen  which  is  also  used  as  a living  room,  is  only  eight  feet  high  and  often  un- 
ceiled. Floor  of  kitchen  often  defectively  paved  with  flags,  and  windows  very  small. 
The  bedroom  is  a low  attic,  no  fireplace,  with  sloping  ceiling,  eight  feet  in  centre  and 
five  to  six  feet  at  sidewalls.  Pantry  absent,  or  very  small  and  often  defectively  paved. 
A common  yard  is  frequent  and  often  conveniences  common  to  two  houses.  Ashpit  privies 
are  also  far  too  common.  Dampness  in  walls  and  ventilation  and  lighting  practically 
absent. 


Action  taken  as  regards  Unfit  Houses.  Practically  all  the  insani- 
tary property  in  the  area  has  been  reported  to  your  Health  Committee,  either  in  special 
report  referred  to  above,  or  in  my  monthly  reports,  The  owners  have  been  notified  and 
invited  to  attend  before  your  Health  Committee,  and  asked  to  state  their  intentions  re- 
garding repairs  and  alterations  necessary  to  bring  their  different  properties  up  to  the 
requirements,  and  failing  an  agreement  on  these  lines,  the  Council  intend  serving  notices 
under  section  15  or  17  of  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act  of  1909. 
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There  is  at  present  much  difficulty  in  getting  labour  and  materials  to  carry  out 
extensive  repairs,  and  t’lc  shortage  of  labour  and  the  cost  of  building  material  has  been 
the  cause  of  the  delay  in  doing  much  that  ought  to  have  been  done.  Some  other  con- 
ditions tending  to  bad  housing  in  your  district  require  special  mention  -(i)  the 
absence  of  an  internal  water  supply  ; (2)  conveniences  which  are  common  to  two  or 
more  families  ; (3)  delay  in  removing  house  refuse  and  allowing  it  to  accumulate.  There 
are  at  present  about  80  houses  without  an  internal  water  supply  and  this  is  one  of  the 
causes  of  the  filth  and  dirt  that  is  seen  in  some  of  the  insanitary  property.  Attention  to 
cleanliness  both  in  person  and  the  house  is  more  likely  to  be  strictly  observed  if  an 
internal  water  supply  is  provided.  In  addition  there  is  more  facility  for  lessening  house 
work.  Conveniences  which  are  common  to  two  or  more  families  are  frequently  badly 
looked  after,  and  give  rise  to  dirty  habits  and  carelessness  among  the  tenants. 

Unhealthy  Ar*eaSi  Certain  sections  of  old  property  have  been  scheduled 
in  my  special  report  to  you  of  October,  1919,  as  unhealthy  areas,  and  these  I understand 
will  receive  your  attention  in  the  immediate  future,  as  the  new  houses  become  available. 

Bye-Laws  relating  to  Houses,  etc.  The  Bye-Laws  for  streets 
and  buildings  have  been  in  force  since  1904,  and  there  have  been  no  complaints  from 
builders  or  architects.  These  Bye-Laws  make  provision  for  all  kinds  of  buildings  and 
require  no  revision  at  present. 

General  and  Miscellaneous.  A General  survey  of  your  district  as 
to  overcrowding  and  houses  and  properties  requiring  alterations,  was  made  in  October, 
1919.  218  houses  were  reported  as  requiring  improvements,  and  35  were  classified  as 

being  unfit  for  human  habitation,  or  were  included  in  unhealthy  areas. 

Appendices.  No  complaints  were  made  by  householders  that  any  houses  in 
your  area  were  unfit  for  human  habitation,  and  no  notices  were  served  under  section 
17  of  the  Housing  Act.  Number  of  houses  inspected  under  and  for  the  purposes  of 
this  section,  218.  Number  of  bouses  considered  unfit  for  human  habitation,  35. 
The  action  taken  as  regards  defective  houses  has  already  been  mentioned,  and  failing  an 
agreement  with  ihe  owners  who  have  been  asked  to  meet  your  Council,  the  necessary 
notices  will  be  served.  No  repairs  to  property  were  carried  out  by  your  Council  dur- 
ing the  year.  No  closing  orders  or  demolition  orders  were  served. 

The  staff  engaged  in  housing  work  consists  of  an  Architect,  Surveyor,  and 
Assistant  Surveyor. 

Your  Council  have  purchased  6|  acres  of  land  and  have  provisionally  arranged 
for  12  acres  adjoining,  for  the  purpose  of  Housing  Scheme,  and  on  which  it  is  proposed 
to  build  168  houses.  Lay-out  plans  have  been  submitted  to  Housing  Commissioner, 
and  on  his  suggested  alterations  to  scheme,  they  have  been  provisionally  approved. 
The  necessary  estimates  ot  costs  of  roads  and  sewers  are  being  prepared  and  will  be 
submitted  to  the  Housing  Commissioner  in  due  course. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  MURRAY,  M.B.,  Bch. 


The  Hawthorns, 

BlackhiU, 

March  ^th,  igzo. 
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